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Free Sample Project – Enjoy! 

 

Ruffled Honeysuckle 

Brooch  
These instructions make a cabochon with a ruffled bezel 
that can be worn as a brooch.  

Making the peyote stitch bezel 
Optional: Use a sharp needle when you sew through the 
leather or ultra suede.  

To make the beaded bezel: 

1. Glue the cabochon to your fabric and let it to 
dry.  

2. Thread a needle with 2.5 yard of conditioned 
Nymo thread and tie a double knot. Sew 
through the fabric several times, making half-
hitch knots to secure the thread. Trim the tail of 
the thread to 1/2 inch. Sew up through the fabric 
so you are exiting the cabochon side. 

Techniques 
 Beaded backstitch 

 Peyote stitch 

 Fringe 

Materials  
 4 grams brown size 11 seed beads (A) 

 4 grams green size 11 seed beads (B) 

 4 grams pink size 11 seed beads (C) 

 4 pressed glass leaves (top drilled) 

 30mm cabochon 

 Ultra suede or leather  

 Strong glue 

 Size D Nymo thread 

 Thread conditioner 

 Size 12 beading needles 

 Optional: Sharp needles 
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3. Round 1: Pick up 4 As, lay them against the cabochon and sew down through the fabric at the 
4th bead (Fig. 1, A-B). Sew up through the fabric between beads 2 and 3 (B-C). Sew through 
the last 2 beads (C-D). Keep adding beads around the cabochon this way until you meet the 
first bead you added. Sew through the first 2 beads you added. 
Be sure to add a number of beads that can be divided by 4.  This is so you can decrease the 
number of stitches in the final round. 

 

Figure 1 – Use beaded backstitch to add As around the cabochon 

4. Round 2: Work a round of peyote stitch using the embroidered row as the base. Pick up 1 A, 
skip a bead in the base row and go through the next bead in the base row (Fig 2, A-B). Repeat 
until there is no space to add another bead (Fig 2, B-C). When you add the final bead, go 
through the first bead added in this step to start the next round (Fig 2, C-D). Pull the thread 
slightly to pull the beads around the cabochon.   

 

Figure 2 – Work a round of circular peyote stitch around the base row, stepping up at the end 

5. Round 3- 4: For the next 2 rounds, work in peyote stitch around the cabochon by picking up 1 
A and going through the next bead that is sticking up (Fig 8), keeping the tension tight. When 
you add the final bead in the round, go through the first bead added in this step up.  

 

Figure 3 – Work Peyote stitch around the cabochon, stepping when you complete the round 

6. Round 5: Work the next row of peyote stitch, as described in step 5, using Bs instead of As. 
Pull the thread occasionally so the beads curve around the cabochon.  
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7. Round 6:  For the final round of peyote stitch, you will decrease every other stitch. Pick up 1 B 
and going through the next bead that is sticking up (Fig. 4, A-B). Sew through the next bead 
that is sticking up a bead without adding a bead (B-C). Pull the thread tight. Repeat Fig 4., A-C 
until you are done the round, pull the thread tight and tie and a half-hitch knot to keep the 
work in place.  Trim the fabric close to the bezel, being very careful not to snip any threads. 

 

Figure 4 

Making the picot fringe 
8. Weave through the beadwork and exit a bead in the base row. “Stitch in the ditch” by picking 

up 3 Cs, skip a bead from this round and go through the next bead. (Fig 5, A-B). Repeat until 
you come back to the first beads you added. The beads will become crowded and frilly. Step 
up to the next round by sewing through the bead next to the first bead you went through (C). 

 

Figure 5 – Add a picot edge with Cs 

9. Weave up to the next round. Pick up 3 Cs and sew through the next bead from the same row 
(Fig. 6, A-B). Repeat around the entire round. Repeat for one more round, or until you feel 
you have enough frills. When you finish, weave through the beadwork, making several half-
hitch knots as you go. Exit a bead on the final round of the bezel. Do not trim the thread. 

 

Figure 6 – Continue working around the bezel with picot fringe 
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Making the stem 
10. Main branch: Pick up 20 As, 1 leaf and 5 As and push them close to the bezel (Fig 7, A-B). Skip 

the last 11 beads added (5 As, leaf, 5A) and pass back through the next 7 As (B-C).  
Branch 1: Pick up 8 As, 1 leaf and 5 As, go back through the first 3 As of this branch, skip a bead 
on the main branch and go through the next bead (C-D).   
Branch 2 Pick up 8 As, 1 leaf and 5 As, go back through the first 3 As of this branch, skip a bead 
on the main branch and go through the next bead (D-E). 
Branch 3:  Pick up 8 As, 1 leaf and 5 As, go back through the first 3 As of this branch, skip a 
bead on the main branch and go through the final 3 As of the main branch (E-F).  
Go through the same A on the bezel row in the opposite direction. Work back through the 
branches to strengthen them, making half-hitch knots occasionally. Work through the 
beadwork and trim the thread. 

 

Figure 7 – Attach the end of the strap and the hooks by sewing at the places marked with an X 

Attaching the pinback 
11. Flip over your beadwork so the fabric is facing up. Cut a small piece of leather slightly 

narrower than the wide part of the pinback and slightly shorter than the leather of the 
cabochon.  
Apply the glue generously to the pinback and place it on the fabric horizontally. Apply glue to 
the piece of leather you cut and place it over the pinback. Rub over the leather with your 
finger. 
The pin is ready to wear once the glue has dried completely.  


